
  

 

 

ISOD NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2019                   

From the Desk of President, Brenda Leeper 

                                *It’s my rule never to lose me temper until it would be detrimental to keep it. 
                                                                                                -Sean O’Casey 
                                                        
  
 

Hi All ISOD Friends, 
Well, it’s hard to believe Thanksgiving is right around the corner!  It sure is a beautiful autumn, the 
trees are so colorful and the weather for the most part has been nice.  I don’t mind the nippy air, it 
makes me want to get outside.  Now is a good time to go on a “grateful walk” and count your blessings 
and the many, many people and things that you are grateful for.  I hope everyone has a Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Please don’t forget to send in your dues and Membership Application. The cut off date for your 
information to be listed in the ISOD Directory is November 15th.    A Membership Application is attached 
to the Newsletter.  The dues are the same, $25 for a family and $15 for a single membership.   

BOSCOV’S WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19TH: 
Thank you to Kelly Green for organizing this for ISOD!  Thank you to Kathee Srygley, Kathy Weyant, Ed 
McNamara and Kelly Green for working our booth.   PLEASE if anyone has money out from selling the 
Boscov coupons please hand in to either Kelly Green, Brenda Leeper or Joe Tindall. 

HAYRIDE/BONFIRE SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND: 
WOW, what a fantastic turnout, 29 adults and 11 children attended!  Everyone had such a wonderful 
time, the air was chilly (perfect autumn evening) and the bonfire was so nice and kept us cozy!  There 
were plenty of snacks, s’mores and delicious hot apple cider!  Mr. Yoder is so accommodating, set up 
chairs, offered tables and we had two hayrides.  What a wonderful Autumn evening! 

         



UPCOMING EVENTS: 

NOVEMBER: SATURDAY NOVEMBER 16TH 
Dover Air Mobility from 1:00 – 4:00 and Grotto Pizza Dover at 4:30. Pizza is on ISOD.  Patti Papineau 
has a great day planned for ISOD!  Please join us for this fun and interesting event!  PLEASE RSVP BY 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH – Brenda: isod@comcast.net or 302-265-2413.  Thank you!  

DECEMBER: FRIDAY DECEMBER 6TH: 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing – Terry Mc Ginty will have the sign up sheet at Grotto’s on Saturday.  We 
are only ringing the bell for one day, so if you want to take part I suggest you sign up early! 

DECEMBER: SUNDAY DECEMBER 8TH: 
ISOD’S Annual Christmas Party at Maple Dale.  This is an ADULT ONLY event.  More information will be 
coming out, some details are being finalized.  I will send an email and also look for your invitation 
soon!!  
 
HAVE A VERY BLESSED HAPPY THANKSGIVING!   
  
Blessings, 
Brenda 
 
 
COUNTY OF THE MONTH: 

        Kildare 

 In the Irish language, Kildare is known as “Cill Dara” or Contae Cill Dara (Kun-day Khil Dar-ah). The 
name means “church of the oak”. A church was built by St. Brigid under an oak tree in the 5th century. 
The church grew into the religious establishment called “Cill Dara”. It is also thought that the name may 
have had a Danish origin (Viking invaders of Ireland) with its name meaning “salmon leap”. At one time, 
it was the most westerly part of the Viking Kingdom of Dublin. Kildare is one of 12 counties in the province 
of Leinster. The county has three nicknames - the Lilywhites (a reference to their GAA uniforms), the Short 
Grass County (a reference to their grassy plains) and the Thoroughbred County (a reference to the many 
horses reared there). 
 Kildare ranks 7th among Ireland’s 32 counties in population. The 2016 census shows 222,504 
people living in the county - an increase of 5.6% over the previous census. It ranks 24 in counties by area 
with 1,695 sq. km (644.44 sq. miles) and 6th in population density (131/sq. km). The county town is Naas 
(it’s Irish name “Nás na Riogh” translates to “the place of Assembly of the Kings”). About 40% of the 
population can speak the Irish language with some degree of efficiency, while only about 4% speak the 
language daily. The county colors for Kildare are all white (thus the nickname lilywhites). Some common 
surnames found in the county are Byrne, Boland, Bracken, Colgan, Cusack, Dunn, Farrell, Fitzhenry, Kelly, 
McDonnell, Murphy, Nolan, Okelley, Otoole, Ryan and Wogan. 
 Geographically, Kildare is an inland county in the east of Ireland with no direct access to an ocean. 
It borders six other counties -Meath to the north, Dublin and Wicklow to the east, Carlow to the south, 
and Laois and Offaly to the west. Kildare is one of the smaller counties in Leinster, only Dublin, Carlow and 
Louth are smaller. The terrain is mostly lowlands with a fringe of mountain foothills along the Wicklow 
border. The highest point in the county though is Cupidstown Hill on the border with Dublin county. The 
county has three major rivers - the Barrow, the Liffey and the Boyne. Two canals, the Grand Canal and the 
Royal Canal, connect Dublin in the east to the River Shannon in the west (by running through Kildare). 
Because of these canals, Kildare is known as the “Venice of Ireland”. Boats (small) can cross Ireland from 
the Irish Sea to the Atlantic. A large part of Kildare’s land (14%) consists of Fens (type of wetland) and 
bogs, thus providing rich habitat for both plants and animals. The largest bog area in Ireland, the Bog of 
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Allen, is located in the north of the county. A much smaller area (5%) of the county consists of forests. 
Though Kildare was not spared by the Great Famine, it lost only about 5% of its population. This was due 
in part to its low population density at the time of the famine. The largest town in Kildare is Newbridge 
with a population of 22,742. Naas, Celbridge, Leixlip and Maynooth also have populations above 10,000. 
Some other notable towns or villages are: Ballitore, Castledermot, Coill Dubh, Kilberry, Kilcock, Lullymore, 
Monasterevin, Rathangan and Tully. 
 Archeological evidence shows the presence of humans during the Bronze and iron ages. 
Christianity was established in the 5th century (St. Brigid’s church). For centuries the monasteries in 
Kildare were under attack by the Vikings. In the 1170’s the Anglo-Normans, under Stronbow, took control 
of Kildare. The native Gaelic clans were driven from their lands into the mountains of Wicklow. The 
Norman family of the Fitzgeralds played a key role during the Middle Ages and built Maynooth Castle. In 
the 1640’s they were a number of rebellions by the Irish. The town of Kildare was nearly destroyed by the 
Earl of Ormond and his English forces. Then in 1654, Cromwell seized much of the lands and formed 
plantations. One of the key leaders of the 1798 Rebellion, Wolfe Tone, had roots in Kildare and is buried 
near Naas. Many “great houses” were built in the 17th & 18th centuries, while the Grand and Royal Canals 
were built in the 18th century. Major British army barracks were built in the county in the early 19th 
century and were key to the county’s economy. 
 Kildare was the first county to experience the “Celtic Tiger” in the 1990’s when the European 
Union injected much money into Ireland’s infrastructure. The county is currently the European base for 
Intel and Hewlett Packard. Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer has its European base here. The Irish Army has its 
headquarters in Kildare. The county has more stud farms (horses) than any other county. Together this 
makes Kildare the richest county outside of Dublin. Along with Meath, Kildare supplies the most workers 
who commute to nearby Dublin.  
 Sports wise, Kildare not near the forefront. They were the first county to bring home the “Sam 
Maguire Trophy” given to the winner of the All-Ireland Gaelic football final (in 1928), but have only 
reached the finals four more times (losing all four). They rate 15th in all counties in hurling and are a non-
factor. Other sports of note are golf, horse racing and motorsports. 
 Kildare has some notable sons that have contributed to Irish music. Trad singer Christy Moore 
(voted Ireland’s greatest living singer), pop singer Damien Rice, drummer Graham Hopkins (The Frames), 
Donal Lunny and Liam O’Flynn from the trad band Planxty, and Luka Bloom all hailed from Kildare. Kildare 
was also the birth place for one “Arthur Guinness” in 1725 - an event that Irishmen and others continue 
to “raise a glass to” to this day. 
 If you’re ever in Dublin, don’t forget the nearby attractions in Kildare. The Irish National Stud in 
Tully is a major horse breeding facility. The site contains Japanese gardens, St. Fiachra’s Garden and the 
Horse Museum. Castletown House is a Palladian (Venetian style of architecture) country house built in 
1722 on a 550 acre estate. Newbridge Silverware Visitor Center houses a variety of homeware and jewelry 
products along with a Museum of Style Icons. Maynooth Castle is a ruined 12th century castle that is found 
near the South Campus of the National University of Ireland. Another Castle to visit is Leixlip Castle in the 
village of the same name. Nature lovers will enjoy the Bog of Allen Nature Center and its peat land 
education, research library and the largest garden of carnivorous plants in Ireland and England. Moone 
High Cross (a megalithic structure) is the second tallest high cross in Ireland. Saint Brigid’s Cathedral and 
Round Tower. The church in one form or another has been around since 523 AD, but the current structure 
was rebuilt in the early 19th century. For horse racing fans, try the Curragh Racecourse in Kildare of the 
Naas Racecourse. Looking for some fun, try the Kildare Maze in Ballinafagh. Interested in landmarks, try 
the Old Kilcullen Round Tower, the Castledermot Round Tower, the Ernest Shackleton Memorial (famous 
Artic explorer), the Carmelite Friary Church in Kildare, and the Clondalkin Round Tower. Finally, if you’re 
looking for an aquatic adventure, take a tour on the Grand Canal (Freedom on the Water). For shopping, 
try the Kildare Village shopping centre. And if you’re looking for good food, a good Gastropub is “Hartes” 
of Kildare. 



 
IRELAND – IN BOOKS AND SONGS (NOV 2019): 

“Unravelling Oliver” is a novel by Irish author Liz Nugent. Ms. Nugent has worked in Irish film, theater and 
television. She has written television drama and short stories for both children and adults. 
Unravelling Oliver, her fiction debut, was named crime novel of the year by the Irish Book Awards. When 
I chose this book for November, I must admit that the title was the deciding factor. My cousin Mary in 
Castlebar (Mayo) has a grandson named Oliver (Ollie). He is two months older than my granddaughter Eily 
(she’ll be four in December), They met and played together this summer in Castlebar. 
 Unravelling Oliver is a psychological thriller that begins, literally on the first page, with a husband 
savagely attacking his wife. We see and hear this through the eyes and words of the narrator of the first 
chapter - Oliver Ryan. He is a successful writer of children’s books. His wife Alice, who is laying on the 
floor, illustrates his books. Exactly why he attacks his wife we don’t know at this point. It would seem out 
of character, but the explanation for this and subsequent questions will come later.  
 Nugent introduces new characters and new perspectives of Oliver’s character in ensuing chapters 
(twenty-four of them) - thus the “unravelling” of Oliver. Each chapter is narrated by one of the characters, 
including Oliver. Time moves forward and backward. Events are seen through different eyes as the author 
exposes the threads of Oliver’s character - it’s not a pretty one. The revelations are compelling, but 
disconcerting. I found myself understanding and even sympathizing the events in Oliver’s life that may 
have led him to become the person we see. But the attack on his wife is but one of the many disturbing 
acts that Oliver commits. In fact, the true horror of Oliver’s actions doesn’t become clear until the very 
end. 
 Is the book worth a read? Yes! I’m a crime reader at heart and that’s a plus. I also liked the author’s 
style - the varying perspectives, method of introducing characters, and her way of pulling you along in the 
search for explanations. The scene for the story is Dublin with a diversion to a small village in France. 
There are nine copies of this novel in the Delaware Library System. 
 
“Will Ye Go Lassie Go” is an Irish/Scottish folk song. The song is also known by the name “Wild Mountain 
Thyme”. The lyrics and melody of the original version of the song are based on the work of Scottish poet 
Robert Tannahill (1774-1810) and Scottish composer Robert Smith (1780-1829). They current day song 
and lyrics were composed and written by Belfast musician Francis McPeake (1885-1971) and titled “Wild 
Mountain Thyme”. The original song is about the “hills” near Balquhidder and Lochearnhead in Scotland. 
The melody for the song may have been influenced by the traditional Scottish song “The Braes o’ 
Bowhether”. McPeake’s version of the song is thought to have been dedicated to his first wife. I have ten 
copies of this song in my music library. My favorites are those by Paddy Reilly, Liam Clancy and Tommy 
Fleming. 
 
LYRICS: 

 Oh the summertime is coming 
 And the trees are sweetly blooming 
 And the wild mountain thyme 
 Grows around the blooming heather 
 Will ye go, Lassie go? 

 And we’ll all go together 
 To pluck wild mountain thyme 
 All around the blooming heather 
 Will ye go, Lassie go? 

 I will build my love a tower 



 Near yon’ pure crystal fountain 
 And on it I will build 
 All the flowers of the mountain 
 Will ye go, Lassie go? 

 And we’ll all go together 
 To pluck wild mountain thyme 
 All around the blooming heather 
 Will ye go, Lassie go? 

 If my true love she were gone 
 I would surely find another 
 To pluck wild mountain thyme 
 Grows around the blooming heather 
 Will ye go, Lassie go? 

 And we’ll all go together 
 To pluck wild mountain thyme 
 All around the blooming heather 
 Will ye go, Lassie go? 

 Let us go, lassie go! 
 

WHERE IN IRELAND (NOV 2019): 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 



This month’s “Where In Ireland” picture shows a free-standing Christian cross made of stone and richly 
decorated. It is known as a “high cross” and represents a unique early Medieval tradition (starting in the 
7th century) in Ireland and Britain. They likely evolved from earlier traditions of using wood for crosses 
and pagan Celtic stones. Earlier high crosses were typically about eight feet high, but some later ones in 
Ireland passed the twenty foot mark. The one shown here was seventeen and a half feet tall. The top 
section and the base were discovered in 1835 in the graveyard of an abbey. The middle section was 
discovered in 1893. Some of these crosses were erected outside of churches or monasteries, while others 
were used to mark boundaries or crossroads. If you know the answer to this month’s:  Where In Ireland” 
challenge, send it to me (Terry McGinty) at “comayo@verizon.net" and I’ll give you a shout out in next 
month’s issue. Don’t forget to look at the County of the Month in this newsletter for help with your 
answer! 

IRISH PHRASES 

 So you’re planning a trip to Ireland this fall or spring to take advantage of the cheaper flights. And 
surely you’re thinking of renting a car to be even cheaper. Well, that means you’ll have to read the road 
signs on your own! Don’t panic! In most of Ireland each road sign is written in both English and Irish. But 
if you do stumble into a “Gaeltacht Region” (area of mostly Irish speakers), you might have to read road 
signs in “Irish only”. So here are some “road signs” in the Irish language: 
 
 Stop (stup) or stad (stahd) means:  stop. 

 Géill Slí (gayl shlee) means:  yield. 

 Aire! (AR-eh) means:  caution. 

 Go Mall (guh mahl) means:  go slow. 

 Tiomáin Go Cúramach (CHUM-on guh KOOR-um-ukh) means:  drive carefully. 

 Bóthar Cúng (BOH-hur koong) means:  narrow road (believe this one). 

 Rampa Romhat (RAMP-uh POH-ut) means:  ramp ahead. 

 Trasrian Coisithe (TRASS-ree-un KUSH-in-heh) means:  pedestrian crossing. 

 Bealach Timpill (BYAL-ukh CHIM-pil) means:  detour. 

 Bóthar Faoi Uisce (BOH-0hur fwee ISH-keh) means:  road flooded. 

 Bóthar Dúnta (BOH-hur DOON-tuh) means:  road closed. 

 Carrchlós (KAR-khlohss) means:  car park/parking lot. 

 Cosc ar Pháirceáil (Kusk air FAHR-kyahl) means:  no parking. 
 
 
FROM THE MEMBERSHIP CORNER: 

Wishing ALL ISOD members and their families a Wonderful Thanksgiving! 

Another booming year of fun is about to begin this ISOD year, the board has been working diligently to 
plan fun family activities… I look forward to seeing everyone. Please encourage your friends and family to 
join ISOD!!! The more the merrier. 

Thank You to those who have supported ISOD with your dues and volunteering. We as a group could not 
survive without YOU!!! AND we still need more volunteers, raise your hand and come have some fun. Your 
dues and dedication to ISOD is how we can as a society do so many fun and charitable things in our 
communities. Please just simply renew your membership. We need you!!! AND We Appreciated your 
loyalty. Please make sure you send your dues in ASAP!!! Members have been asking me if they can mail 
their membership dues and application to me and yes you can!!! 
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Donna M Kilby 
402 Worchester Drive  
Dover, DE  19904 

A Great big HAPPY BIRTHDAY goes out to our November Birthdays:  Cherie Schmidt & Mary Jane 
Sienkiewicz 

And Remember:   
An Old Irish Blessing. May love and laughter light your days, and warm your heart and home. May good 
and faithful friends be yours, wherever you may roam. May peace and plenty bless your world with joy 
that long endures. May all life's passing seasons bring the best to you and yours!  
 
Yours in Membership, 
Donna 
 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving Everyone!!  Here are some acts of kindness to think about this Thanksgiving 
season: 

1. Collect canned goods and donate to a food kitchen. 
2. Say hello and smile to three strangers. 
3. Donate extra bedding and pet food to a pet rescue or shelter. 
4. Leave a flower bouquet at a hospital or nursing home for the nurses to decide who needs it 

the most. 
5. Donate blood 

 
Kind regards,  
Erica 
 
 


